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“When I first arrived in Costa Rica I was a bit worried about 
the work we would be doing. However, after the first day of 
working I was looking forward to the days ahead. Knowing 
that I was doing work that directly helped animals made me 
very happy. For example, one day we built an animal cage, 
and we also put the wire on it. Although it may seem like it 
was hard work, it really wasn’t. We had a group system 
where we divided up the work and still we had time to 
enjoy ourselves.” —Hector, a volunteer participant

“Though we’ve been operating since 1985, the launch 
party was the first large scale event and fundraiser 
we’ve ever held. In part this was due to expanding 
our mission into the field of fundraising in order to 
offer more scholarships to deserving recipients, and 
also because we had reason to celebrate. Greenheart 
International finally gave us a way to describe all 
that we do. It gave us a home!”
 —Andrea Dennis, Greenheart Outreach Director



“It has being an honor for me to be a part of the first set of students chosen as Ambassador 
Scholars. This has helped to change my life in a number of ways. All the lessons learned, 
memories and friendships created will be with me for a long time. I will sure be involved in 
volunteerism wherever life takes me from here on.” —Orville



“Travel has always been important to me, but my passion for other 
cultures and languages really increased during my gap year between 
high school and college. Being in India helped me uncover not only 
the immense diversity and beauty of world I never could have known 
otherwise, but also a passion within myself to do something mean-
ingful, creative, and adventurous every day for the rest of my life.”

“A key to integration is playing. Simply playing with kids is all you have to 
do to become a trusted part of a community, a welcomed new member of 
a family. In a place like Yangon, family takes on a whole new meaning. ‘We 
love you like a brother,’ one of the little boys said while we were huddled in 
a circle the other night.”

73%
From 2012 British Council-NAFSA study,  

“A Competitive Edge: Value of an  
international degree”

of U.S. em-
ployers put 
significant 

value on international expe-
rience when hiring.

“My experiences abroad helped me to adapt to any situation and because studying 
abroad was, for me, harder; it’s rewarding in  completely different and awesome ways. 
In a way, studying abroad felt more like “real life” learning, but after I left, it often felt 
like a dream. Returning after being in school brought a level of reality to everything I 
learned abroad and how I had applied it to my life in the U.S.”



“Being surrounded by so many positive people who feel they have a talent 
or simply the courage to make this world a better place was empowering 
for me. Understanding that even the best and brightest of us have doubts 
and worries, but persevere nonetheless enlightened me, and I enjoyed the 
remarkable speakers who built upon my previous foundation of knowledge.”
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